Introduction
The Budapest Water Summit (8-11 October 2013) Statement recommends a dedicated water goal in the post-2015 development agenda. This goal should be accompanied by targets.1 One of the proposed targets reads:
Improve integrated and cross-sectoral approaches to water resources management: Manage freshwater resources in an integrated way at the basin level, including in transboundary river basins and aquifers, so to maximize benefits across sectors in an equitable, efficient and sustainable way, foster food and energy security, protect ecosystems and enhance the services they provide, and increase water productivity. de Janeiro, contains a comprehensive Chapter 18 on the 'Protection of the quality and supply of freshwater sources and the application of integrated approaches to the development, management and use of water resources' .3 IWRM is one of the seven programme areas included in Chapter 18, which clarifies that 'Integrated water resources management is based on the perception of water as an integral part of the ecosystem, a natural resource and a social and economic good, whose quantity and quality determine the nature of its utilization…'4 The need for bilateral or multilateral cooperation of riparian States is also covered by Agenda 21, inter alia, in Chapter 18, paragraphs 18.10 and 18.11.
The following definition of IWRM by the Global Water Partnership (GWP) is also commonly referred to:
A process which promotes the coordinated development and management of water, land and related resources, in order to maximize the resultant economic and social welfare in an equitable manner without compromising the sustainability of vital ecosystems.5
The UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Water Convention) is based on this holistic approach and offers an operational framework to implement IWRM in practical terms. The Guide to Implementing the Water Convention, which has been adopted by the fifth session of the Meeting of the Parties in Geneva in 2009, provides a helpful commentary to the Convention and to the implementation of the IWRM approach.6
This chapter will introduce the relevant provisions of the Water Convention, clarify some prerequisites needed for realization of IWRM, and describe some practical experience in implementing IWRM at the transboundary level in order to prevent and/or mitigate transboundary impacts. Several river basin treaties based on the Water Convention, e.g. the Convention on the
